Taxonomic study of spirochetes isolated from human periodontal lesions.
Nineteen strains of spirochetes obtained from subgingival plaque of 19 patients with advanced periodontitis were studied morphologically, biochemically, and genetically and compared with type strains of Treponema denticola and Treponema socranskii. The results showed that 16 strains which biochemically resembled T. denticola could be divided into two groups based on G + C content and DNA homology. Two isolates appeared to belong to the T. socranskii species. One intermediate size isolate did not fit any known Treponema species.